Curtain Call Review January 2008
3-4-One Part Deux
Joining the Club - David Tristram

Crossing the Bar – Don Nigro
The Real Inspector Hound – Tom Stoppard
Performed at the Dovehouse Theatre, Solihull
The first of these one act plays was “Joining the Club” by David Tristram and is a two hander where Jenny (Sarah Wassall) discovers a life changing event has occurred.  Husband Tom (Andrew Stott) returns home having decided to make a life changing decision.  These life changes cause matrimonial problems.  Nicely paced, well directed, with a pleasant set, this gentle comedy was a good choice for the opener.
“Crossing the Bar” by Don Nigro opened with the two sombre actresses bringing the coffin into the funeral parlour and removing the lid to reveal the body.  Two mourning ladies arrive, both of whom have been courting the deceased and discover things about him and themselves.  Gretchen (Jaz Davison) and Margaret (Joyce Ware) excelled as two grieving women with lots to learn about life and death.

Finally, we had “The Real Inspector Hound” by Tom Stoppard, a play set in a theatre where two critics in the audience get involved with the action on stage and after shots are fired, the most unlikely character is revealed as the real Inspector Hound.  The eight actors, five men and three women, were well characterised in their respective roles with good movement and pace.  The handling of the wheelchair was very expertly done – congratulations to Magnus (Graham Walker).

The final curtain call included all the evening’s actors and actresses – a nice touch.

