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3-4-One 

A Bit of a Sticky Wicket – Patrick Ryan

The New Dress – J A Zarifian

The Fat Lady Sings in Little Grimley – David Tristram

Performed at the Hexagon Theatre, MAC

The three were one-act plays. “A Bit of a Sticky Wicket” by Patrick Ryan opened the evening with Three Gentlemen of Independent Means reading in a Gentleman’s club.  Items in the newspapers prompted their conversations but decorum is broken when The Man with a Crisis bursts in.  By the time The Woman with a Secret appears, the Gentlemen are completely stumped.

The three gentlemen – Brian Morris, Patrick Ryan and Richard Crofts – played their parts well and only needed a glass of whisky to fully set off the club atmosphere.  The interruptions were well staged and near mayhem ensued.  A short play – about 20 minutes – but well handled.

“The New Dress” by J A Zarifian is a two hander where Mabel (Laura Ashfield) wants a new dress for a posh party and she visits her dressmaker, Mrs Milan (Mary Logan).  Each have ideas of what Mabel wants but where does it come from is the question.  Two confident actresses characterised their parts well.  Again, another rather short play.

A longer offering was “The Fat Lady Sings in Little Grimley” by David Tristram where the local am-dram – four in number – meet to discuss their negative bank balance and a local rival am-dram determined to upstage them with an award winning musical.  Firstly, the problems and disagreements between the four are revealed and secondly, ideas put forward are criticised by the others but eventually one idea is put in hand.  Although the playwright intended mishaps, he did not expect a mental blockage but the audience appreciated the fun it caused.

One small point for all actresses, the female voice does not carry as well as a male voice; a little time spent on voice projection would help the audience to hear the words which you, of course, know so well.

