Curtain Call Review July 2000

“Curtain Up On Murder” by Bettine Manktelow

Performed at the Old Rep Theatre

In a theatre at the end of a pier, an amateur drama company gather to rehearse their next production.  A storm is due and the stand-in caretaker, before he leaves, locks the front door and leaves the back door on the catch – or does he?

Mysterious events then occur until all is revealed in the final scene.

With no house tab as the audience enters, we see the set – what little there was – but enough to set the scene and we have heard seagulls but after the play starts, where had the seagulls gone?

Characters were well developed whilst pace and delivery enhanced the tension with lighting changes stressing the moods swings.

A reasonable sized audience appreciated the production, laughed at the right places, ‘s were surprised at the unfolding of the plot and went home having had a good evenings entertainment.

