Curtain Call Review July 2006

“Key for Two” by John Chapman and Dave Freeman

Performed at the Old Rep Theatre

Harriet, a divorcee living in an elegant flat in Brighton, solves her financial problems by entertaining two married gentlemen callers on different days of the week.  Gordon and Alec pay Harriet’s bills and both complain about the high cost of maintaining a wife, a family and a mistress.  Each man thinks he is the only one in Harriet’s life, and Harriet orchestrates his comings and goings with the artistry of a professional.  She needs two, she believes, because between Maggie Thatcher and the British Economy, “It’s been a very bad year for kept women.”

Complications arise when Harriet’s friend Anne, whose marriage is tottering, arrives at the flat hotly pursued by her husband.  One of Harriet’s lovers is confined t her bed with a sprained ankle and the second lover turns up unexpectedly, closely followed by two irate wives in search of their itinerant husbands.  The confusion that ensues builds to a farcical situation and a rich complexity of mistaken identity.

A nice set was created by Stage27 complimented by some good props and pleasant lighting.

Sonia Krstic was sparkling as Harriet on stage for a good percentage of the play. She maintained her character throughout.

The two men played by Richard Crofts and Brian Morris both gave admirable performances and showed immaculate timing as they managed to avoid each other for so long.

Add into the mixing pot a superb performance on her debut for Stage27 from Claire Harrison-Jones, as Harriet’s friend and good support from the rest of the cast keeping the momentum going; all led to a good nights entertainment.

Congratulations to director, Jaz Davison, we look forward to Stage27’s next production.

