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“Round and Round the Garden” by Alan Ayckbourn

Performed at the Old Rep Theatre

We were greeted by an open stage which showed a house wall with open doorway through which could be seen a comfy armchair, whilst in the garden were the usual items – statures, pot plants, folding chair, wheelbarrow and an archway leading off.

This play is one of the Norman trilogy where two sisters and their brother, together with their respective partners, meet with differing ideas in mind.  Norman and Annie are planning a clandestine weekend away – she from her responsibilities of caring for her mother, he from his wife, Ruth, Annie’s sister.  However, Annie’s brother, Reg, and wife, Sarah, arrive and as Sarah takes charge.  Norman’s weekend becomes an attempt to make everybody happy.

The action flowed easily with typical humour, even if some lines were lost by audience reaction.  The scene with the folding garden chairs was particularly funny whilst tipsy Norman and his romp with Annie were both believable.  Each time Reg entered, his liveliness was catching, even if the ball was not always caught – deliberately rather than accidentally.

By the time the final blackout came, no one should have been unhappy with their weekend.

